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DESCRIPTION 

This BoF session will focus on the Humanities Networked Infrastructure (HuNI) Virtual Laboratory, which 
has been funded under the NeCTAR programme from June 2012 to December 2013. The session will look at 
issues connected with HuNI’s use of Linked Data technologies to integrate data from a variety of Australian 
humanities collections. It will also discuss how HuNI aims to add value to these data sets through the use of 
eResearch tools, including richer metadata, annotations, mash-ups, visualizations and so on. 

OUTLINE 

1. Introduction to HuNI. Deb Verhoeven (Deakin) 

5 minutes 

2. Linked Data for the humanities.  A look at how HuNI is using Linked Data to integrate data sets, 
and discussion of the issues specific to the use of Linked Data in the humanities. Conal Tuohy (VeRSI), 
Ingrid Mason (Intersect), Toby Burrows (UWA) 

15 minutes 

3. Adding value to humanities data sets through eResearch tools.  Discussion of the ways in 
which HuNI is adding value to individual and aggregated data sets by its use of eResearch tools. Jane 
Hunter (University of Queensland), Steven Hayes (University of Sydney), Paul Arthur (Australian 
National University) 

15 minutes 

4. Discussion.  

20 minutes 

EXTENDED ABSTRACT 

 

This BoF session looks at issues relating to the design and architecture of the Humanities Networked 
Infrastructure (HuNI), a national “Virtual Laboratory” which is being developed as part of the Australian 
government’s NeCTAR (National e-Research Collaboration Tools and Resources) programme. NeCTAR is 
funding several discipline-based “Virtual Laboratories” to integrate existing capabilities (tools, data and 
resources), support data-centred research workflows, and build virtual research communities to address 
existing well-defined research problems.  

HuNI has been funded from June 2012 until the end of 2013. It is being developed by a consortium of thirteen 
institutions, led by Deakin University in Melbourne. It aims to cover the whole of the humanities (defined as 
the disciplines covered by the Australian Academy of the Humanities) as well as several creative arts 
disciplines and is designed to bring together the content from numerous digital services which have already 
been developed by collecting institutions (libraries, archives, museums and galleries) and academic research 
groups. These include Design and Art Australia Online, the Australian Dictionary of Biography, AustLit, 
AusStage, the Dictionary of Sydney, PARADISEC and the AUSTLang database produced by IATSIS. 

The Linked Data framework will be used as the basis for combining the content from these different 
collections. This session will look at the ways in which HuNI is using Linked Data to integrate data sets, and 
will identify and discuss some of the specific issues arising from the use of Linked Data in the humanities. 

A range of different Open Source tools have already been developed for working with Australian digital 
humanities collections. These include LORE (developed at the University of Queensland), Heurist (developed 
at the University of Sydney), MaVRec (developed at RMIT University), OHRM (developed at the University of 
Melbourne) and OCCAMS (developed at the Australian National University).  HuNI will adapt a selection of 
these tools to work within the Linked Data environment and will supplement them with tools developed 
internationally.  The tools will enable researchers to find and analyse data across a range of humanities 
disciplines, and to save the outputs of their analysis in a variety of forms, including compound digital objects, 
annotations, maps, timelines, and graphs. They will be able to share their results and outputs with other 
researchers. 
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This session will discuss the ways in which HuNI is aiming to add value to individual and aggregated data sets 
by its use of eResearch tools. These issues will be examined from two different perspectives: the viewpoint of 
the content providers and data custodians as well as the viewpoint of the software development teams. 
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