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INTRODUCTION 
For the last two years eResearch representatives from both sides of the Tasman have participated in this Trans Tasman [i] 
Birds of a Feather in several fora, with mutual interest in establishing enduring relations and seeking out collaborations. 
Much of interest has happened in the intervening time, and there is strong desire to see this community of interest 
continue to grow. 
 
Trans Tasman BoF sessions have a common theme, being developing common understandings of the drivers for and 
complexities of trans Tasman research partnerships and eresearch infrastructure services development and provisioning. 
Whereas in previous years this focus has been looking at the future possibilities, there are now several active research 
collaborations addressing these themes, which will allow a more in depth discussion of real world experiences, issues, 
and strategies for addressing these. 
 
From 2009 through 2011 the BeSTGRID [ii] community has been funded to strengthen existing and develop additional 
GRID middleware capabilities with a focus on geosciences and biosciences. Work is progressing within New Zealand’s 
geosciences and biosciences communities to enable scaling up of existing research and connection with established 
offshore communities. BeSTGRID continues to work closely with ARCS as a trans Tasman middleware community, a 
relationship started in 2006. Currently these two groups share knowledge and experiences on a routine weekly basis. 
 
The New Zealand research sector is currently developing a joint proposal for the future of eResearch in New Zealand. 
This joint proposal will form the basis for future collaborations of this nature, and is planned to follow on from the 
current BeSTGRID initiatives for a subsequent period of four years. While still under final stages of development at the 
time of writing, further details will be available by the time of this BoF. 
 
During 2009 the NZ Access Federation [iii] tool its formative steps, with the release of the NZ Identity and Access 
Management Strategy [iv]. This strategy describes the development of a NZ Access Federation, building on the pilot 
BeSTGRID Federation, and developed in collaboration with the Australian Access Federation. The NZ Access 
Federation is now being developed in two follow on projects, focused on services and resources development, and 
governance, policy, and operations. Enduring links are planned between both federations, leading to lower barriers to 
collaboration trans Tasman. 
 
These collaborations are showing the possibilities for a stronger future of collaboration trans Tasman, and formative 
collaborators are welcome to come and explore any opportunities with the group. Such collaborations would exploit the 
AARNet/KAREN networks and the grid and high-performance computing services provided by the National 
Computational Infrastructure, ARCS, and ANDS in Australia and BeSTGRID and major HPC centres in New Zealand. 
 
 
The organizers Julie Watson, eResearch Adviser, MoSI, and Nick Jones, Director, BeSTGRID, seek expressions of 
interest for attendance at this BoF. Please contact  julie.watson@morst.govt.nz  if you would like to contribute or attend. 
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