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DESCRIPTION 
This half day workshop will be presented by the Australian National Data Service (ANDS). The workshop will be an 
introduction to data sustainability and the issue of keeping research data available and useable for the long-term. The 
archives community has been dealing for many decades with the general problem of archiving records, and archival work 
is underpinned by a body of theoretical and conceptual principles. These principles apply to any sort of information, be it 
documents, records, or data. The workshop will provide an overview of archival principles and practices for 
sustainability which can be used by institutions which intend to curate research data, and will demonstrate the 
relationship between these and the Open Archival Information System (OAIS) framework. 
Sessions will provide participants with an overview of the sustainability mission and archival concepts, archival practices 
involved in the long-term utility of information, and how these practices conform to the OAIS framework. One session 
will discuss how these principles and practices can be applied to keeping research data useable over time. The workshop 
will conclude with a case study.  
 

OUTLINE 
1. Conceptual Overview.  This session will introduce sustainablity and curation, and provide an overview of some 

core archival principles which underpin the long-term management of information.  
45 minutes 

2. Introducing archival practice and OAIS.  This session will provide an introduction to archival practices 
needed for keeping information sustainable, and relate them to the OAIS framework for managing digital 
objects for the long-term. 
45 minutes 

3. Sustainability of research data. A wide-ranging discussion on the issue of how the archival practices 
introduced earlier can be applied to research data, and if and how they might need to be revised to do so. The 
session will include further discussion of the application of the OAIS framework to managing research data for 
long-term sustainability.  
50 minutes 

4. Case Study - PARADISEC.  A presentation on the establishment of the PARADISEC, and how archival 
practices were implemented in a real life situation. 
45 minutes 

 

WHO SHOULD ATTEND 
The workshop is aimed at data and information managers in research institutions, repository managers, and any research 
staff who wish to become more familiar with principles and practices for keeping research data accessible and useable 
over time. 

WHAT TO BRING 
No prior knowledge is necessary, and no special equipment will be needed. 

ABOUT THE PRESENTERS 
Andrew Wilson is Senior Data Policy Advisor at the Australian National Data Service (ANDS), where his work 
involves developing policy frameworks for managing and sharing research data. Prior to moving to ANDS, he was 
Director, Policy & Strategic Projects at the National Archives of Australia, and from 2005-2007, he was Digital 
Preservation Manager at the Arts and Humanities Data Service in the UK. Before working at AHDS, Wilson managed 
the National Archives of Australia’s digital preservation project for two years, and prior to that worked on development 
and implementation of the AGLS metadata standard. He was responsible for the work that resulted in the issuing of 
AGLS as Australian Standard AS5044 in 2002. Wilson has had a long involvement with records, metadata and digital 
preservation. He has chaired Dublin Core Metadata Initiative (DCMI) working groups, and served on the DCMI Usage 
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Board from 2003-2009. He is a member of the DCMI Advisory Board. He was a member of the PREMIS Working 
Group that developed the PREMIS data dictionary for preservation metadata, and has contributed to many other national 
and international digital preservation and metadata initiatives. 

Gavan McCarthy is a Senior Research Fellow and Director of the eScholarship Research Centre at the University of 
Melbourne. He is a leader in the field of cultural informatics with emphasis on the building of sustainable information 
resources and services to support research, in particular digitally-based humanities projects. He started work in the 
academic sector with the Australian Science Archives Project (ASAP: 1985-1999). It was here he pioneered the 
development of national information services and infrastructure to support the history of Australian science, technology, 
medicine and engineering through the utilisation of the emerging digital technologies. McCarthy is noted in Australia and 
overseas for his innovative and research-driven approach to archival documentation and the contextualization of historic 
evidence. The development of the research focus of his work was reflected in the transformation of ASAP to the 
Australian Science and Technology Heritage Centre (Austehc) in 1999. In 2007, the University of Melbourne in 
recognising the generic applicability of the Austehc’s work established the eScholarship Research Centre. 

Stuart Hungerford is currently with the Australian National Data  Service (ANDS) where he is a Senior Research 
Analyst. Stuart has over twenty-five years experience in the computing field in both the research and private sectors, with 
a strong history in data-oriented and data intensive projects. 
 


