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EXTENDED ABSTRACT 
The Dictionary of Australian Artists Online (DAAO) [1] was launched in late 2007. DAAO's development was assisted 
by two ARC LIEF grants and collaboration with partner organisations including leading tertiary institutions and public 
libraries and galleries across Australia. The lead organisation is the University of New South Wales through a 
collaboration between the College of Fine Arts (COFA), the Faculty of the Built Environment and the University 
Library.   
 
In the two years since launch, DAAO has attracted over 750 member authors and peer reviewers - academics, historians, 
cultural practitioners, students and gallery and library staff who each contribute their individual research to the system. In 
this time, content has grown from just under 7,000 foundation biographies to nearly 8,000 entries. DAAO’s presence 
online is important to attracting new research.   
 
This session will review the development of the DAAO to date.  A strong governance model has been a major factor in 
the ongoing success of the DAAO.  This has enabled the service to address a number of issues including editorial 
matters, sustainability, rights management through Creative Commons licenses, technical developments and academic 
significance.  The DAAO’s original goals were to develop a major online, freely accessible research tool for fine arts 
scholars.  A publication system was designed from the outset – the DAAO enables the creation of new research and 
revision of existing research.  These original goals are being maintained as the DAAO is re-developed.  Its major 
challenges are to enable the transformation of research practice and to be recognised as a research outlet of the highest 
quality.   
 
DAAO has just received a third ARC LIEF grant.  This project will draw on the input of new cultural and academic 
partners, ensuring that the DAAO addresses the needs of a wider array of fine arts and visual scholars. The Dictionary of 
Australian Artists Online will undergo a significant transformation to become Design and Art of Australia Online, an 
authoritative, comprehensive and freely accessible system for the creation, dissemination and discovery of scholarship 
covering the breadth of Australian visual culture, giving full historical and interdisciplinary context to the biographical 
focus of the current manifestation of the DAAO. Planned developments will build on the existing double-blind peer 
review publication model. An expanded data structure, supported by authoritative content and interoperable data models 
will enable research in a number of academic disciplines. Flexible search and analysis functionality and data modeling 
will enable exploitation of this content for the discovery of new areas of research, and uncover networks of relationships 
between data, supporting innovative new approaches to the assessment of art and design history. 
 
DAAO has already made possible a major ARC Discovery project, ‘Storylines. This side of the frontier: Indigenous art in 
settled Australia’, which fed over 600 biographies of Indigenous artists into the system before extracting and analysing 
core statistical data.  
 
Building on this experience, the transformation of the DAAO will address key concerns of the analysis of cultural 
practice.  
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