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Abstract
Most of the regional eResearch providers – iVEC, QCIF, VPAC, TPAC, Intersect and eRSA – grew
out of the APAC initiative in the early 2000’s. They linked together the major universities in any one
state who were pursuing HPC or similar eResearch activities, often along with their relevant State
Governments. The APAC initiative was followed by ARCS, and each of the regional providers
became Members of ARCS, along with CSIRO and ANU, and contributed to and shared in the
provision of the services that ARCS provided.
The demise of ARCS caused the regional providers to consider how they were going to figure in the
national eResearch community. They recognized that their similarity in purpose gave reason to speak
with a common voice, During 2011, they formed an alliance that they have called the Australian
eResearch Organisation (AeRO).
AeRO’s aims are:


To accelerate the development and adoption of eResearch practices, capabilities, and
standards in Australia.



To stimulate and enhance collaboration between and amongst researchers, research
institutions and eResearch service providers nationally and internationally.



To develop strategies for and co-ordinate and facilitate improved delivery and support of
eResearch services and platforms.



To advocate the advancement and adoption of eResearch to researchers, research institutions,
government and other organisations.

From the end of June 2011, three members of AeRO have become the operators of the three major
ARCS activities on a transitional basis. The operators decided to do this on the basis of support from
each other and the other regional providers. This initiative illustrates the kind of transitional project
that can help to support the national fabric of eResearch services.
This presentation “launches” AeRO to the national eResearch community. Its membership is intended
to be open to any organisation that is involved in the provision and support of eResearch services.
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