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The Aim:

Our aim was to provide a platform to which 1000 life narratives from people around the world with disabilities 
were collected and displayed. The project centered on a public interactive website that will display and catalogue 
a minimum of 1000 life narratives from participants in Australia and participating countries. These life 
narratives will be presented in a number of multimedia and textual formats to accommodate the participating 
narrators’ communication strengths and weaknesses. 

The Solution:

The platform was based on a Wordpress.org web software install. This allowed customization without 
restrictions, due to its open source format, yet was well supported with plugins and widgets that provided 
necessary additions to the site. There were two types of audiences who would utilize the site:- Participants, who 
could sign up and add their stories and the public, who could explore the users and stories using functions such 
as tags, maps and media galleries, as well as comment on stories. A resources area was also added, so that people 
could share tools and services that they had found helpful. Formatting of the site complies with the Web Content 
Accessibility Guidelines to allow accessibility for those with disabilities that can sometimes cause issues when 
accessing the Internet, such as transcripts for videos to assist the deaf and alternative text for screen readers to 
input. 

Participants are asked for some optional demographic data at first sign-in. This data, as well as the posts made, is 
used by researchers at the Griffith Abilities Research Program, Research Centre for Clinical and Community 
Practice Innovation to learn more about the lives of people with disabilities from around the world. This data can 
be harvested either in its entirety or by a per-person basis. Bulk importing was also included as later submissions 
would be included from the UN in mass video and audio formats.
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