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VREs from the UK (Oxford) 



 

A Virtual Research Environment 

for Cancer Imaging (VRE-CI) 

• VRE-CI project is funded by the Joint Information Systems Committee (JISC) to 
provide a framework to allow researchers and clinicians involved in Cancer 
Imaging to share information, images and algorithms. 

 JISC VRE frameworks phase 3. 

 22 months 01/05/2009 – 21/02/2011.  

 Project Partner:  Microsoft Research 

 Lee Dirks 

 Alex Wade 

 Roger Barga  

 Team members: 

 PI. Prof. Anne E. Trefethen 

 Co-I. Dr. Vicente Grau 

 Project Manager Dr. M. Susana Avila-Garcia. 

 Technical developers:  Xin Xiong, Charles Crichton and Andrew Tsui. 
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VRE Toolkit 

for SP2010 



VRE-CI 
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tools 
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workflow 



Image viewing and annotation 

 



 A repository for sharing 
research methods (e.g. 
data analysis pipelines) 

 Largest public workflow 
repository (2600 workflows 
for multiple systems, 300 
groups, 275 packs) 

 Workflows have co-evolved 
into Packs, Research Objects 
and now Computational 
Research Objects 

 Influenced BioCatalogue, 
MethodBox and SysMO-SEEK 

www.myexperiment.org 

 Papers etc on wiki.myexperiment.org 

 



NeuroHub Instance  

www.neurohub.ac.uk 



NeuroHub 

Figure 9: An example group page

In Figure 9 there are a number of tabs at the top of the page that are explained in Section 5.2. Underneath

this there is grey box displaying the groupproýlepicture, Mission statement, Tags and any useful links that

were added. Then there is a Shout box where any group member can quickly post a message which other

members can see when they visit the page. Underneath this there a listing of activity in the group, (e.g.

when a member adds a lab book page shared with this group).

On the right hand side there is a drop down box that allow a user to choose the type of content (e.g. a Lab

Book or aBlog entry) they want to add, which will automatically beshared with thegroup. Below this is the

Group menu with the following options:

My membership This takes you to a page where you can manage you membership of the group, typically

this will just be an option to leave the group.

Invite members This takesyou to apagewhereyou can inviteexisting users of your NeuroHub node node

to join the group. (See Section 5.3).

Stop getting notiýcations/ Get notiýcationsAllowsyou to choosewhether you receivenotiýcationswhen

users share something with the group or comments on something shared with the group. If you click

on this link when it is get notiýcationsyou will be able to specify how, how often and for what types

of content you get notiýed.How to managenotiýcationsmore generally is explained in Section 4.6.

Broadcast message This takes you to a page where you can send an email message to all members of the

group. (You will only see the link if you are a manager for the group).
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Configurable for 

individual groups 

 

Allows data 

sharing 

 

Integrates with 

data collecting  

 

Supports lab books 

 

Integrates with 

Google apps, 

Mendeley etc 
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