Data Citation and Sharing in Australian Social
Science – How, When and Why?
Steven McEachern 1, Janet McDougall 2
1 Australian Data Archive, Australian National University, Canberra, Australia, steven.mceachern@anu.edu.au
2 Australian Data Archive, Australian National University, Canberra, Australia, janet.mcdougall@anu.edu.au

ABSTRACT
Data archives in the social sciences have long recommended data sharing and citation as a means for enabling
academic research. Social science data archives started in the US and UK in the 1960s, and early bibliographic
citation recommendations were provided by archives such as ICPSR in the 1980s. However, while the use of
secondary data in social science has been broadly accepted, the willingness to include data citations among
data users has been far less common. For this reason, many data archives and repositories have implemented
or are currently exploring new mechanisms for enabling data citation and data sharing, particularly through
the use of DOIs for permanent identification.
The Australian Data Archive (ADA), supported by funding from ANDS, is conducting a pilot study to explore
data citation and reuse patterns among the Australian social science research community, to better
understand current practice and determine useful points of influence that may improve citation behaviour.
This project involves three elements:
- a review of the current literature on data citation and data sharing practices in Australian and international
social science
- a survey of current practice among users of 5 major Australian social science data sets
- a pilot study of the use of DOIs with ADA datasets
This paper will present the current results of this project, particularly focussing on the results of the survey of
data citation and sharing practices among data users in Australian social science, providing comparisons to
two recent studies completed in the USA [1,2,3]. It will then consider changes ADA have implemented
regarding data citation in light of these results, and implications for data archives and repositories more
generally.
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